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Poetry Annotations 
1. The Lake Isle of Innisfree by W. B. Yeats (1865-1939)	Comment by lazarus junior: The rhyme scheme of this poem is abab. Literary devices used in the poem are alliteration (repetition of consonant sounds in more than two closely placed word), repetition, metaphor, and alliteration. 
I will arise and go now, and go to Innisfree,	Comment by lazarus junior: Used to mean stand up
And a small cabin build there, of clay and wattles made:	Comment by lazarus junior: Used to mean room	Comment by lazarus junior: These are twisted sticks used for building fences.
Nine bean-rows will I have there, a hive for the honey-bee;
And live alone in the bee-loud glade.	Comment by lazarus junior: The buzzing sound made by bees 	Comment by lazarus junior: An open space or a clearing 

And I shall have some peace there, for peace comes dropping slow,
Dropping from the veils of the morning to where the cricket sings;	Comment by lazarus junior: A piece of cloth made of fine material worn by women with the intention of hiding their face.	Comment by lazarus junior: A small insect that produces a characteristic sharp chirping sound. Used to refer to a musical sound. 
There midnight's all a glimmer, and noon a purple glow,	Comment by lazarus junior: Shinning. Used here to refer to a shiny night.
And evening full of the linnet's wings.	Comment by lazarus junior: A small bird with a characteristic brown and grey color. 

I will arise and go now, for always night and day	Comment by lazarus junior: 24/7, meaning all the time. 
I hear lake water lapping with low sounds by the shore;	Comment by lazarus junior: Used to mean the striking sound of water as it breaks on the shore. 
While I stand on the roadway, or on the pavements grey,
I hear it in the deep heart's core.	Comment by lazarus junior: The innermost part of the heart. 
2.  Those Winter Sundays by Robert Hayden	Comment by lazarus junior: The poem is split into three stanzas. There is no consistency in the rhythm. Some of the lines are iambic and others quatrain. A reflective tone is used in the poem. 
Sundays too my father got up early	Comment by lazarus junior: Used to represent a father-figure and how he sacrifices himself for the sake of others. it can also be used to portray the idea of selflessness from a religious perspective. 
and put his clothes on in the blueblack cold,	Comment by lazarus junior: Used to imply the level of poverty 	Comment by lazarus junior: A clash between strong c and k sounds. 	Comment by lazarus junior: Insisting on its severity 
then with cracked hands that ached	Comment by lazarus junior: Blisters from hard work. 
from labor in the weekday weather made	Comment by lazarus junior: The use of alliteration. Developed to have a musical mx, which lacks harmony. 
banked fires blaze. No one ever thanked him.	Comment by lazarus junior: Use of alliteration to show a reflection of the atmosphere in this home. 

I’d wake and hear the cold splintering, breaking.	Comment by lazarus junior: Used to mean breaking 
When the rooms were warm, he’d call,
and slowly I would rise and dress,
fearing the chronic angers of that house,	Comment by lazarus junior: Long-term angers of that house. Suppression of joy. 

Speaking indifferently to him,
who had driven out the cold
and polished my good shoes as well.
What did I know, what did I know	Comment by lazarus junior: The use of repetition. Also, this line indicates that the child sees the father as a negative influence and is not different from him. 
of love’s austere and lonely offices?	Comment by lazarus junior: Used to show the serious atmosphere established in the house between the father and the son. 	Comment by lazarus junior: It is used to imply that the parental acts by the father were not done out of kindness, rather they were an act of duty. 
3. Aunt Jennifer's Tigers by Adrien Rich	Comment by lazarus junior: It is a three-stanza poem with a quatrain structure. The rhyme scheme is AABB. Also, there is iambic pentameter and a shift to trochees. There is repetition of “they” in stanza 1, there is alliteration in stanzas 2, and 3. 
Aunt Jennifer's tigers prance across a screen,	Comment by lazarus junior: Sprint forward with the hind legs. 	Comment by lazarus junior: Rhyming with “world of green”
Bright topaz denizens of a world of green.	Comment by lazarus junior: Rhyming with “across a screen”.
The rhyming effect is used to create a haunting and contemplating atmosphere. 
They do not fear the men beneath the tree;
They pace in sleek chivalric certainty.	Comment by lazarus junior: Used to imply the speed and swiftness of the tigers. 	Comment by lazarus junior: An older term used to show a respectful and patronizing treatment of women. 

Aunt Jennifer's finger fluttering through her wool	Comment by lazarus junior: Alliteration 	Comment by lazarus junior: Used to show the gentle movement of her fingers 
Find even the ivory needle hard to pull.	Comment by lazarus junior: The inability to advance from a certain state. 
The massive weight of Uncle's wedding band	Comment by lazarus junior: The ring tying her to her husband. 
Sits heavily upon Aunt Jennifer's hand.	Comment by lazarus junior: Used to imply that it binds them, portraying her status to the world 

When Aunt is dead, her terrified hands will lie	Comment by lazarus junior: Used to imply a transition into the future. 
Still ringed with ordeals she was mastered by.	Comment by lazarus junior: Even in death, she will be tied to the her ordeals. 	Comment by lazarus junior: Unpleasant and prolonged experience. 
The tigers in the panel that she made
Will go on prancing, proud and unafraid	Comment by lazarus junior: Even after her struggles, suffering, and death, the tigers she made will continue to live without fear. 
4.  Ask Me by William Stafford 	Comment by lazarus junior: Has two stanzas, each with seven lines. Seriousness and drama is established. 
Some time when the river is ice ask me	Comment by lazarus junior: When the river is frozen. Symbolizes a different state of the life journey. A life filled with mistakes. 	Comment by lazarus junior: Used to symbolize the life journey.	Comment by lazarus junior: Used to establish certainty 
mistakes I have made.  Ask me whether	Comment by lazarus junior: The use of an active phrase is used to establish certainty. 
what I have done is my life.  Others
have come in their slow way into
my thought, and some have tried to help	Comment by lazarus junior: Used to indicate oxymoron 
or to hurt: ask me what difference	Comment by lazarus junior: An active phrase used to establish certainty. 
their strongest love or hate has made.	Comment by lazarus junior: The different perceptions people have about him. 	Comment by lazarus junior: Used to indicate oxymoron

I will listen to what you say.	Comment by lazarus junior: Used in a passive manner. 
You and I can turn and look	Comment by lazarus junior: Oxymoron 	Comment by lazarus junior: Passive form 
at the silent river and wait.  We know	Comment by lazarus junior: Passive form 
the current is there, hidden; and there
are comings and goings from miles away	Comment by lazarus junior: Oxymoron 
that hold the stillness exactly before us.	Comment by lazarus junior: Used to suggest the consciousness and meditation to understand and reflect about life. 
What the river says, that is what I say. 	Comment by lazarus junior: What our lives say, is what we say. 
5. White Lies by Natasha Trethewey
The lies I could tell,
when I was growing up
light-bright, near-white,	Comment by lazarus junior: The colors are used to describe the different lies she would tell. 	Comment by lazarus junior: Used to imply that she is light-skinned despite being an African American. 
high-yellow, red-boned
in a black place,
were just white lies.	Comment by lazarus junior: White is connected to lies and purification of an individual. 

I could easily tell the white folks
that we lived uptown,	Comment by lazarus junior: Used to show the suburbs, well-developed urban areas for the rich and the whites. 
not in that pink and green
shanty-fled shotgun section
along the tracks. I could act	Comment by lazarus junior: These lines are used to show superiority of these dresses. 
like my homemade dresses
came straight out the window
of Maison Blanche. I could even
keep quiet, quiet as kept,	Comment by lazarus junior: She lies not to act cool, but because she is light skinned and believes that the other girls were her friends. 	Comment by lazarus junior: Repetition
like the time a white girl said
(squeezing my hand), Now
we have three of us in this class.

But I paid for it every time
Mama found out.	Comment by lazarus junior: Used to mean mother. 
She laid her hands on me,	Comment by lazarus junior: White color is used to show that it is the right thing to do. 
then washed out my mouth
with Ivory soap. This
is to purify, she said,
and cleanse your lying tongue.
Believing her, I swallowed suds	Comment by lazarus junior: Used to mean bubbles of soap. 
thinking they'd work
from the inside out.	Comment by lazarus junior: The use of oxymoron. 
6. Oh No! By Robert Creeley
If you wander far enough
you will come to it
and when you get there
they will give you a place to sit

for yourself only, in a nice chair,
and all your friends will be there
with smiles on their faces
and they will likewise all have places.
7. First Figure by Edna St. Vincent Millay
My candle burns at both ends;
    It will not last the night;
But ah, my foes, and oh, my friends—
    It gives a lovely light!
8. Deliberate by Amy Ayematsu
So by sixteen we move in packs
learn to strut and slide
in deliberate lowdown rhythm
talk in a syn/co/pa/ted beat
because we want so bad
to be cool, never to be mistaken
for white, even when we leave
these rowdier L.A. streets—
remember how we paint our eyes
like gangsters
flash our legs in nylons
sassy black high heels
or two inch zippered boots
stack them by the door at night
next to Daddy’s muddy gardening shoes.
9. To Lucasta, Going to the Wars by Richard Lovelace
Tell me not (Sweet) I am unkind,
         That from the nunnery
Of thy chaste breast and quiet mind
         To war and arms I fly.

True, a new mistress now I chase,
         The first foe in the field;
And with a stronger faith embrace
         A sword, a horse, a shield.

Yet this inconstancy is such
         As you too shall adore;
I could not love thee (Dear) so much,
         Lov’d I not Honour more.
10. Cargoes by John Masefield
Quinquireme of Nineveh from distant Ophir,
Rowing home to haven in sunny Palestine,
With a cargo of ivory,
And apes and peacocks,
Sandalwood, cedarwood, and sweet white wine.

Stately Spanish galleon coming from the Isthmus,
Dipping through the Tropics by the palm-green shores,
With a cargo of diamonds,
Emeralds, amythysts,
Topazes, and cinnamon, and gold moidores.

Dirty British coaster with a salt-caked smoke stack,
Butting through the Channel in the mad March days,
With a cargo of Tyne coal,
Road-rails, pig-lead,
Firewood, iron-ware, and cheap tin trays.  
